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public business, and tlie many years which had inter
vencd since he saw the King, prevented his knowing
more of public affairs than lie gathered from general
conversation or the newspapers; that this total ignor-
ance, notwithstanding his zeal for the country, love for
the King, and very high opinion of Lord Chatham, put it
out of his power to be of the least use in this dangerous
emergency: but that from his heart he wished Lord
Chatham every imaginable success in the restoration of
the public welfare.

This transaction, which here I have much abridged, is
only so far of importance that it gave rise, after Lord
Chatham's death, to a keen controversy whether he or
Lord Bute had sought the alliance of the other. In that
war of pamphlets took part the sons of both the chiefs,
Lord Mountstuurt and William Pitt. Yet it seems quite
clear thut neither of the veteran statesmen had been in
any degree to blame ; and that the fault lay only in the
over-zeal of the go-betweens, Sir James Wright and Dr.
Addington, who could not afterwards agree in their
accounts of their own gossiping interviews, and who at
the time, beyond all doubt, misconstrued Lord Bute's pri-
vate wishes into political overtures.*

Strange though it may be deemed, the fact is certain,
that no man at this period could feel a stronger wish to
see the Prime Minister displaced, and Lord Chatham
called on to succeed him, than did Lord North himself.
Even before the close of January he had informed the
King, in his secret correspondence, how much his o\vu
judgment and feelings pointed to a resignation. In an
upright spirit, however, he had resolved first to bring
forward and to carry through the conciliatory proposals
which he had announced, both to vindicate his own in-
tentions and to clear the path for his successor.

Accordingly, on the 17th of February, Lord North rose
in the House of Commons to unfold his scheme. His
speech, which occupied two hours, was, even by his
adversaries, praised as eloquent and able. In the first

* For an accurate summary and just judgment of this transaction,
the reader may consult a critic, by no means friendly to  Lord
Chatham, in the Quarterly Review, No. cxxxl p. 266.
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